PASTORAL  LETTER 

OF 


ON  THE  OCCASION  OF  HIS  RETURN  FROM  ROME, 


Concerning  the  ECUMENICAL  COUNCIL  of  the  Vatican. 

JOSEPH  E  UGENE  B.  G  UIG  UES,  by  the  Mercy  of  God  and  Favor  of 
the  Apostolic  See,  Bishop  of  Ottawa. 

To  the  Clergy,  Religious  Communities,  and  all  the  Faithful  of  Our  Diocese,  Health  and  Benediction  in  Our  Lord: 

Dearly  Beloved  Brethren  : — After  a  protracted  absence  We  are  happy  to  find  ourselves  once  again  in  your 
midst.  It  was  vouchsafed  to  Us  during  those  days  of  Our  absence  and  separation  to  recreate  and  refresh  <  »ur  charity 
in  the  salutary  waters  which  em  in  ite  from  the  tombs  of  the  glorious  Apostles.  Siints  Peter  and  Paul,  and  to  strengthen 
T3UI'  i'aitib-by  Uur  iiB£Qedii»te.and  intimate  relations  with  the  vast  concourse  of  venerable  Prelates,  who  assembled  to 
present  their  laurels  and  recount  their  triumphs.  We  again  resume  the  course  of  Our  ordinary  labours  amongst  you 
with  renewed  devotion  and  zeal;  but  before  doing  so,  We  feel  the  necessity  of  giving  you  an  outline  of  what  We  have 
seen  and  what  We  h  ive  done,  since  it  is  in  your  interests  no  less  than  those  of  the  Church  that  We  have  undertaken 
the  labours  ot  a  long  and  perilous  journey,  and  doubtless  you  entertain  a  becoming  anxiety  to  know  its  results. 

V\  e  h  ive  no  need  to  assure  you,  Dearest  Brethren,  that  though  distant  from  you,  yet  you  were  ever  present  to  Our 
earnest  solicitude ;  the  recollection  of  you  followed  Us  under  every  circumstance.  It  accompanied  Us  daily  to  the 
altar,  it  was  with  Us  in  our  private  devotions,  it  was  present  and  followed  Us  even  within  the  sacred  shrines  and  sanc- 
tuaries. Your  necessities,  your  trials,  your  joys  and  your  consolations  were  the  subject  of  Uur  thoughts.  We  were 
happy  whilst  labouring  for  you  in  a  distant  land,  and  We  are  no  less  so  when  it  is  granted  to  Us  to  resume  these  same 
labours  once  again  among  you. 

Sou  remember  nuw  a,  year  since,  that  having  solicited  the  assistance  of  your  prayers,  and  those  of  all  pious  and  fer- 
vent souls,  We  departed  on  our  way  to  Rome,  agreeable  to  the  summons  of  our  illustrious  Pontiff,  to  assist  at  the  Nine- 
teenth Oecumenical  Council.  He  who  carries  in  his  breast  the  care  of  all  the  Churches,  had  become  painfully  sensible 
oi  the  extreme  necessity  of  placing  a  barrier  to  recent  and  fatal  errors,  as  also  of  the  imperative  obligation  to  unite  by  the 
bonds  of  a  uniform  discipline  the  countless  Churches  established  as  though  by  magic  in  every  corner  of  the  earth. 
( lonsequently  did  the  Holy  Father  appeal  to  all  the  Bishops  of  the  Universe,  and  at  the  sound  of  that  warning  voice,  all 
at  once,  by  common  impulse,  directed  their  steps  to  the  Eternal  City. 

The  Venerable  Archbishop  of  Bourges  has  observed  that  all  General  Councils  are  uniformly  esteemed  as  of  equal 
authority,  though  there  are  certain  circumstances  which,  though  in  no  wise  contributing  to  essential  validity  or  au- 
thority, yet  nevertheless  confer  upon  such  Ecclesiastical  reunions  a  more  palpable,  and  evident  importance  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world.  Three  special  circumstances  concurred  to  signalize  the  Council  of  the  Vatican  beyond  all  others: 
Fu  st,  the  number  uf  Chief  Pastors,  there  being  no  fewer  than  seven  hundred  constantly  present ;  second,  the  univer- 
sality of  this  Council  beyond  preceding  ones,  since  there  never  has  been  any  other  in  which  the  entire  Church  was 
more  accurately  or  fully  represented.  In  the  Councils  of  the  East  the  Latin  Fathers  were  the  fewest  in  number, 
while  in  those  of  the  West  the  Latin  always  predominated  ;  nevertheless  the  Easterns  were  not  sparingly  represented. 
They  were  numerous  in  the  Councils  of  Lyons,  of  Lateran,  and  of  Florence.  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  these 
early  times  these  vast  regions,  as  the  Indies,  China,  America  and  Oceanica  were  ignored;  these  new  Continents  whicli 
come  as  it  were  to  make  up  the  complement  of  the  <  )ld  World,  were  not  as  yet  discovered  or  explored  by  the  Christian- 
izing influences  which  were  subsequently  brought  to  bear  upon  them  in  the  late  Council  of  the  Vatican.  We  have 
witnessed  the  rites  of  the  East  venerable  for  their  antiquity,  which  brought  to  Uur  minds  the  early  ages  of  the  Christian 
Church  and  seated  side  by  side  labouring  in  the  same  cause,  might  be  seen  the  Bishops  of  Asia,  Africa.  Europe,  and 
America,  The  Continent  of  Europe,  most  distinguished  and  privilged,  appeared  by  her  four  hundred  Prelates  ;  while 
the  most  distant  modern  and  inhospitable  countries  were  represented  also  with  honor,  and  as  if  by  one  of  those  super- 
human coincidences,  the  merits  of  which  the  Almighty  alone  can  estimate.  Thirteen  Bishops  had  come  from  Oceaniea, 
fourteen  from  Africa,  ninety  three  from  the  Indies.  China  and  Japan,  and  one  hundred  and  twelve  from  the  Continent 
of  America.  Truly  a  magnificent  and  glorious  reunion  summoned  to  the  Council  of  the  Vatican  for  the  first  time  since 
the  establishment  of  Christianity.  This  Council  was  not  only  in  union  with  the  Sovereign  Pontiff,  but  it  was  11c  who 
personally  directed  all  its  deliberations,  who  presided  at  its  sessions,  and  promulgated  its  decisions  ;  inline,  it  was  lie 
who  impressed  upon  them  the  authentic  character,  which  sealed  them  as  Divine,  and  placed  its  decrees  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  Powers  of  darkness,  rendering  the  gates  of  Hell  powerless  to  contravene  them,  for  the  "  Faith  of  Peter" 
and  his  successors  is  immoveable  Fides  hut  non  deficit 

For  the  accommodation  of  this  numerous  concourse,  a  vast  council  chamber  was  prepared  in  one  of  the  Chapels, 
dependant  on  the,  immense  Basilic  of  St.  Peter's.  The  throne  of  the  Pope  was  disposed  at  t  he  extremity  of  the  seats 
destined  for  the  Cardinals  who  surrounded  and  formed  this  august  Senate.  The  Bishops  were  seated  on  benches  ar- 
ranged in  form  of  an  amphitheatre.  The  master  pieces  of  the  most  eminent  artists  decorated  the  walls,  by  which  means 
the  venerable  assembly  was  appealed  to,  and  the  authors  themselves  of  these  pieces  recorded  their  devotedness  and 
conviction.  Thousands  of  people  passed  and  repassed  this  vast  inclosure,  without  the  sound  of  a  footstep  being  audi- 
ble within  its  precinctsj  consecrated  to  prayer  and  deliberation,  nor  affecting  the  eloquent  demonstrations  or 
sUMime  discourses  of  the  august  convention.  Truly  illustrating  the  allusion  of  the  suore  1  text  to  "the  house  of  the  Lord" 
illumined  by  His  spirit  arid- s  mctified  by  1 1  is  pt  est  nee,"  which  also  communicated  itself  by  the  fames  of  charity  i<>  the 
hearts  of  tho-e  assembled  therein;. 
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The  Bishops  were  summoned  nearly  every  day  to  the  general  congregation  whose  deliberations  lasted  from  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning  till  an  hour  or  two  after  mid  day.  Utlier  special  meetings  were  also  conven  e!  in  order  that  the 
Fathers  might  have  greater  facility  of  access  by  more  personal  and  mutual  consultations.  Each  of  tbe  Bishops  was 
obliged  to  read  attentively  the  numerous  manuscripts  placed  in  his  hands,  to  assist  him  in  arriving  at  his  decisions,  as 
the  result  of  mature  conviction.  The  work  in  which  they  were  thus  engaged  was  indeed  a  labor  of  devotedness. 
Many  among  the  Venerable  Fathers  were  unequal  to  the  fatigue  and  fell  sick,  fifteen  died  during  the  first  month  of 
the  session,  of  the  Council.  And  what  wonder!  when  taken  into  consideration,  the  privations  and  hardships  many  of 
them  had  to  undergo.  Some,  venerable  old  men,  worn  down  by  personal  infirmities  and  long  since  debilitated  by  the 
labors  of  their  Apostleship ;  unaccustomed  to  the  oppressive  he  its  of  a  Southern  climate,  and  equally  unfamiliar 
with  the  regimen  of  a  foieign  people,  notwitlist  inding  the  most  hospitable  attentions  and  the  most  unremitting  cor- 
diality. Future  ages  will  remember  with  gratitude  these  generous  sacrifices,  endured  in  the  sacred  c  mse  of  religion, 
and  will  bless  the  Lord  for  having  conf  erral  upon  His  Holy  Church  these  addition  d  proofs  of  his  glory  in  the  cele  (ra- 
tion of  the  Council  of  the  Vatican. 

Two  special  works  have  been  the  fruit  of  the  labors  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Council,  and  they  are  of  paramount  im- 
portance m  answering  two  great  objects  of  the  present  day.  And  indeed,  when  we  take  a  mental  survey  of  the  Conti- 
nent of  Europe  with  its  mighty  kingdoms,  and  people  who  stand  foremost  in  the  ranks  of  civilization,  we  cannot  but 
he  seized  with  admiration  of  its  noble  monuments  to  science,  as  well  as  to  religion  and  charity.  But,  at  the  same  time 
we  cannot  withstand  a  feeling  of  the  most  pr<  .found  sorrow,  when  we  w  tness  the  fatal  doctrines  and  opinions  which  are  so 
widely  propagated  against  God,  against  religion,  and  against  the  greit  truths  of  immortality:  besides  those  which  aie 
unblushingly  and  without  any  reservations,  uttere  I  in  that  spirit  of  insubordination  and  vaunted  indepenlen  e.  so 
eminently  opposed  to  all  constituted  authority.  When  we  see  the  press  issuing  daily  from  its  fertile  repositories  in 
France  and  Germany  volume  upon  volume,  besides  hordes  of  ephemeral  reading  matter,  not  only  questionable,  but 
teeming  with  the  impiety  and  ribald  sophistry  of  licentious  witlings  and  pretenders,  we  no  longer  recognize  in  the  Deity 
there  spoken  of,  the  God  of  our  Fathers,  but  rather  a  Godhead  whose  attributes  are  confounded  with  the  universality  of 
things  created,  and  who  of  necessity  ceases  to  be  immortal  or  eternal,  since  he  becomes  part  anil  parcel  of  all  visible 
and  m  terid  existence.  In  these  baneful  works,  we  are  told  that  there  exists  no  essential  difference  between  good  and 
evil,  and  consequently  no  future  state,  since  there  is  nothing  to  be  expected  beyond  the  grave  to  recompense  virtue 
or  punish  vice.  That  truth  and  error,  justice  and  iniquity  become  confounded,  a.id  as  it  were  assume  a  like  identity  : 
but  even  here  the  evil  does  not  cease;  pride  which  may  be  accredited  as  th  *  generd  principle  of  every  evil,  his  be- 
come the  idol  of  the  world,  it  has  long  ceased  to  recognize  any  authority.  Authority  which  is  the  safeguard  of  society 
is  no  longer  acknowledged,  this  support  and  mainstay  of  civilized  and  domestic  intercourse  is  rejected,  the  patern  d 
right  ir  the  direction  of  youth  is  impugned,  and  that  sacred  respect  due  to  parental  office  is  set  at  naught:  the  tender 
intlueuces  of  maternal  solicitude  are  no  longer  a  virtue.  Since  then  tiie  foundations  of  society  as  well  as  of  kindred 
are  thus  undei  mined,  may  it  not  be  with  truth,  though  painfully  admitted,  what  was  heietofore  prophecied  concerning 
the  material  temple  of  Jerusalem  :  "There  shall  not  be  a  stone  left  standing  upon  another." 

What  then  was  the  more  important  business  of  the  Fathers  in  the  late  Council,  if  it  were  not  to  stigmatize  and 
proscribe  error,  to  revive  the  grand  elements  of  salvation,  and  to  repel  this  two-fold  evil.  They  have  accomplished 
this  in  the  two  fundamental  constitutions  of  the  Council,  one  of  which  bears  reference  to  God.  Revelation,  Faith  and 
Reason  ;  the  other  the  establishment  of  the  Primacy  of  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  of  home,  m  the  person  of  the  Blessed 
Apostle  Peter,  the  perpetuity  of  this  same  Primacy  in  the  Roman  i'ontiH'.  the  nature  an  I  charact  r  of  this  Primacy, 
and  the  infallible  supremacy  of  the  Sovereign  Pontiff,  with  an  assurance  of  security  tint  has  never  been  at  fault  in  the 
Church,  combined  with  a  moderation  possessing  force  and  cdmness,  which  id  ways  characterizes  truth.  In  a  series  of 
decrees  in  which  the  finger  of  God  is  manifest,  every  form  of  error  has  been  stigm  i tized  and  denounced.  The  Fathers 
of  the  Council  of  Trent  heretofore  eliminated  and  disarmed  t  he  stiotilities  of  errors  the  most  insinuating,  and  with  a 
sure  an  I  steady  hand,  pointed  out  to  the  innovators  of  the  sixteenth  century  the  exiethneof  demirc  uion  between 
Nature  and  Gnce  The  Fathers  of  the  Vatican  Council  with  sicuil  w  astuteness  h  ive  discovered  the  sophisms  of  those 
advocates  of  innovation  of  our  own  time,  in  tracing  witli  accuracy  of  delineation,  the  exact  point  of  distinction  between 
truth  and  error.  The  labours  of  both  are  equally  deserving  of  our  esteem  and  veneration,  and  more  than  insist  on  a  re- 
spectful submission.  The  former  of  those  decrees  h'ts  been  promulgated  on  the  24th  of  April,  and  thejatter  on  the 
18th  July,  1869. 

, — — -This  great  work  being  effected  theie  remained  another  of  no  less  importance  in  its  accomplishment:  this 
was  the  formal  proclamation  °'  l'ie  power  and  extent  of  the  authority  of  the  Supreme  Pontiff'.  In  the  course  of  the 
list  three  centuries,  countless  have  been  the  effort  -  made  to  undermine  and  overthrow  this  authority:  for  the  common 
enemy  of  our  salvation  well  understands  that  it  is  by  destroying  this  spiritual  bulwark,  the  principle  and  basis  of  all 
authority  becomes  attacke  I,  and  the  spirit  of  disorder  and  division  becomes  rampant  with  full  power.  It  was  then 
the  business  of  the  Bishops  who.  in  a  special  manner,  are  charged  with  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  families  and 
(he  good  order  of  society,  to  strengthen  this  great  safegu  ird  and  to  direct  the  attention  of  their  flocks  to  the  sacred 
and  venerable  grounds  upon  which  it  reposes.  They  were  not  ignorant  of  the  snares  and  obstacles  by  which  their 
generous  undertakings  were  shackled,  but  far  from  being  daunted  or  discouraged,  they  set  about  the  great  work  with 
lenewed  courage,  in  order  to  proportion  the  force  to  the  magnitude  of  th  resistance  They  have  taken  counsel,  they 
have  studied,  and  above  all,  they  h  ive  prayed.  During  three  months  of  preparation  their  time  was  devoted  to  the 
consultation  of  learned  authorities,  investigating  the  records  of  antiquity,  studying  the  doctrines  of  tradition,  inspect- 
ing archives  the  most  ancient  and  varied  of  Home,  as  well  as  of  every  other  portion  of  the  literary  world.  One  single 
thought  predominated  in  prompting  these  devoted  hearts  and  minds — it  was  to  declare  the  truth  with  courage. 
When  temporal  legislators  are  assembled  to  decree  laws  for  the  well-being  of  the  people,  they  call  t  >  their  assistance 
experience  labor  and  eloquence,  yet  they  must  fain  admit  that  their  laws,  how  well  soever  they  be  framed,  are  capable 
of  amendment;  that  even  they  themselves  in  ike  improvements  on  them,  when  urgent  reasons  require  the  like.  But 
the  Chief  Pastors  are  aware  that  in  the  laws  which  they  m  ike,  and  the  truths  which  they  are  called  upon  to  proclaim,  it 
is  far  otherwise.  They  know  that  Go  1  who  assists  and  enlightens  them,  impresses  their  laws  with  the  indelible  char- 
acter of  immortality  for  all  eternity  They  have  conjointly  repeate  I  the  Symbol  which  the  Apostles  compiled  and  repeated 
before  their  separation,  to  take  spiritual  charge  of  the  1' inverse,  l'hey  have  entoned  and  subscribed  to  the  Nicene  Creed. 
They  will  accept  and  revise  the  truths  transmitted  from  the  earliest  Councils  f*>r  their  intrinsic  merit  and  excellence 
will  remain  as  long  as  God  himself  will  endure.  At  length,  alter  three  months  incessant  watching  and  labour  the  cloud 
of  difficulties  began  to  disappear;  the  truth  so  long  sought  alter,  and  BO  eagerly  desired,  began  to  be  reflected  on  the 
horizon  with  its  pure  and  brilliant  light.  On  the  18th  of  July,  a  day  ever  to  be  in  grateful  remembrance  by  the 
Church,  the  Bishops,  reunited  so  often  under  the  presidency  of  the  Supreme  Pontiff  hiving  expressed  their 
full  and  entire  adherence  to  the  decrees  of  the  Primacy  of  the  Pope,  acting  as  the  representative  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Supreme  and  final  head  of  the  Church,  the  illustrious  Pius  IX  arose  ami  1st  his  Brethren,  and  solemnly  confirmed  this 
Truth  and  this  Dogma,  which  all  Catholics  will  receive  with  love  and  veneration  unto  the  end  of  time.  A  pious  and  holy 
enthusiasm  has  greeted  the  venerable  words,  the  chant  of  the  T<  Deum  is  entoned  with  all  the  fervor  of  the  assembled 
prelates,  it  resounds  and  is  echoed  through  the  vast  temple  with  a  rapturous  and  universal  delight,  which  at  once 
communicates  itself  throughout  the  Basilic  in  an  overwhelming  torrent  of  jubilant  excitement  pervading  all  present. 

A  few  hours  after,  and  the  Bishops  hive  separated,  each  to  return  to  his  respective  diocese.  The  engrossing  ex- 
citement which  has  hitherto  preoccupied  the  Universe  in  connection  with  the  Council  has  subsided,  or  rather  is  re- 
placed by  the  rumours  of  wars  which  have  already  alarmed  the  world. 

Our  labour  might  here  end  since  we  have  discharged  a  duty  in  communicating  thus  to  you  the  decisions  of  the 
Universal  Church,  but  since  there  are  being  raised  certain  groundless,  or  at  least  exaggerated  objections  against  these 
decrees,  We  deem  it  expedient  in  the  interests  of  your  instruction,  to  convince  you.  in  making  you  acquainted  with  the 
futility  of  such  opposition.  Peace  is  now  restored  around  the  Council,  undisfigured  by  the  aspersions  and  baseless 
insinuations  with  which  the  Public  press  had  invested  its  proceedings,  and  that  you  will  be  better  able  to  appreciate  their 
real  deserts,  We  will  briefly  examine  them  in  the  remainder  of  •  'in  address. 

1st.  It  has  been  ungracefully  affirmed  that  pride  and  ambition  were  the  prevailing  motives  which  suggested  to 
the  Sovereign  Pontiff  to  urge  so  strenuously  the  definition  of  His  infallible  authority.  Let  us  here  call  to  mind,  Dearly 
Beloved  Brethren,  an  expression  from  the  lips  of  our  Holy  and  Venerable  Pope,  which  will  at  once  serve  as  a  definitive 
answer  to  this  misplaced  and  uncourteous  charge:  "  1  am  now,"  says  the  Venerated  Pontiff",  "in  my  seventy-eighth 
year,  with  one  foot  already  in  the  grave,  and  it  behoves  mo  more  than  ever  to  prepare  myself  to  render  an  account  to 
God  for  all  my  actions." 

2nd.  It  has  also  been  asserted  that  in  defining  the  Dogma  of  Infallibility,  a  power  absolute  and  unlimited  has  been 
conferred  upon  man  which  he  can  abuse.  The  duty  of  Prelates,  like  that  of  all  Catholics,  is  to  ascertain  to  what  de- 
gree and  extent  the  power  was  confided  by  Jesus  Christ  to  St.  Teter  and  his  suec.ssors,  and  having  once  arrived  at 
this  paramount  knowledge,  to  subscribe  to  it  without  hesitation  or  disturbing  themselves  as  to  the  consequences 


which  the  Sin  of  God  has  provided  for  with  a  wisdom  far  surpassing  any  human  sagacity.  For  was  it  not  to  Feter  person- 
ally that  the  words  were  addressed  by  the  .Saviour:  il  I  have  prayed  tor  thee  that  thy  Faith  tail  thee  not — 1  will  give  to 
th  e  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  ot  Heaven — whatsoever  thou  shall  bind  upon  earth  shdl  be  also  bound  in  Heaven  ;  and 
whatsoever  thou  shall  loose  upon  earth,  shall  be  also  loosed  in  Heaven — confirm  thy  brethren,"  who  were  the  Apostles 
and  Pastors  of  the  Church.  Have  not  preceding  centuries  understood  and  repeated  the  words  of  St.  Ireneus,  who 
applied  to  the  successors  of  St.  Feter  those  conveying  these  privileges,  as  addressed  to  the  Fisherman  of  Galilee  : 
••  The  tinman  <  'hurch  is  the  Mother  and  Mistress  of  all  the  other  churches:  according  to  the  Council  of  Lyons,  the 
Roman  Church  possesses  full  primacy,  the  .Supremacy  of  e^ery  Catholic  Church.  The  Roman  Pontiff  has  inherited  his 
power  from  St.  Feter  in  his  province  to  defend  the  Faith  from  the  attacks  of  heretics;  to  adjudicate  with  definitive 
decision  by  determining  any  controversy  which  may  arise  concerning  real  truths.  The  Coun.-il  of  Florence  styles  Him 
•■  Universal  Doctor  of  the  Christians,"  consequently  He  is  so  in  the  last  Council :  "the  Roman  Church  holds  the  supreme 
prelacy  of  Doctrine  anil  of  Truth."  These  strong  extracts  and  numberless  others  equally  within  our  reach,  evidently 
prove,  even  to  minds  the  most  sceptical  and  biased,  tint  the  Supremacy  of  Feter  extends  over  all  churches,  and  is 
obligatory  upon  all  the,  faithful.  Jesus  Christ  wished  then  to  give  II  iin  Sovereign  power :  but  has  Our  Lord  at  the  same  time 
wished  to  endow  him  with  an  absolute  or  arbitrary  power  calculated  to  create  any  unnecessary  alarm?  No!  Dearly 
Beloved  Brethren,  most  emphatically.  No  !  An  illustrious  Fontiffhas  said:  f,The  Fope,  in  his  private  person,,  ex- 
periences as  well  as  we  all  the  weakness  of  humanity  :  every  day  when  he  ascends  the  altar  he  repeats,  "  I  confess  that 
1  am  a  poor  sinner:  receive  this  offering  which  1  present  to  Thee,  (>  Cod,  as  a  poor  sinner;"  and  even  when  speaking  as 
Supreme  Font  ill',  it  is  not  as  an  absolute  M  nuch  invested  with  unlimited  sway  :  the  limits  of  his  power  are  prescribed 
l.y  Jesus  Christ  himself.  A  Fope,  isolated  individual,  absolute  and  distinct  from  the  Church,  is  a  gross  superstition 
an  I  a  visionary  fiction  of  the  disordered  mind  which  entertains  such  an  absurdity.  The  true  l'ope  whose  unerring  in- 
structions and  supreme  jurisdiction  we  receive  with  veneration,  can  never  be  imagined  as  distinct  from  the  Fniversid 
Church,  and  cm  never  deline  but  whit  she  believes:  lie  but  maintains,  in  all  its  integrity,  the  Faith  which  she  has 
received  anil  professed  from  the  beginning,  and  in  all  i>laces  against  the  profane  innovator  or  the  traducer  of  her 
doctrine. 

3rd.  It  is  intimated  tint  by  the  recent  definition  of  Infallibility,  new  and  numberless  dogmas  can  be  foisted  on 
'  ithohcs,  anil  thus  their  credulity  be  imposed  on.  Why,  Dearly  Beloved  Brethren,  would  the  Church,  at  all  times  and 
in  all  her  proceedings,  so  wise,  so  cautious,  and  reserved  in  her  deliberations,  change  all  of  a  sudden  her  line  of  con- 
duct? Has  she  not  enjoyed  prerogatives  and  privileges  without  molestation  or  question  from  the  commencement  of 
Christianity.  .New  definitions  presented  to  the  Sovereign  Fontitl  for  confirmation,  hive  not  been  so  very  numerous  as 
t  » justify  this  imaginary  fear,  and  it  would  not  be  a  task  involving  any  serious  difficulty  to  enumerite  all  the  definitions 
given  since  the  time  of  our  Ford  himself.  Many  centuries  elapsed  before  the  Church  deemed  it  necessary  or  useful  to 
av  ail  herself  of  her  prerogative  in  this  respeet.  The  (  'hurch.  with  all  the  solicitude  ot  a  tender  parent,  preserves  with 
an  inviolable  love  the  precious  deposit  confided  to  her  by  .lesu-  Christ,  and  she  is  only  too  happy  in  transmitting  it 
unchanged  from  generation  to  generation.  She  gives  thanks  to  Cod  whan  she  sees  her  children  coming  to  her  in  faith 
and  simplicity  for  instruction,  and  practising  the  Lessons  they  receive  When  her  indocile  children  rebel  against  her 
authority,  she  warns  them.  She  makes  use  of  entreaty,  she  threatens  them,  and  it  is  not  until  by  a  protractsd  series 
of  refusals  and  contumicies,  that  at  length,  weary  of  their  obstimcy,  and  above  all,  alarmed  lest  the  consequences  of 
their  dangerous  example  should  take  effect  upon  the  weak,  the  unstable  and  the  unlearned,  that  she  has  recourse  to 
the  last  sad  alternative — that  of  striking  the  guilty  with  her  censures,  and  fin  dly  busting  them  out  from  her  fold:  but 
even  this  severe  measure  is  not  without  causing  a  pang  lo  her  maternal  heart,  when  she  is  at  last  compelled  to  this  ex- 
tremity. Her  pist  mode  of  action  will  also  be  that  of  tie-  future.  When  the  Council  of  the  Vatican  defined  the  Infal- 
libility of  the  Sovereign  Fontitl'.  it  was  by  no  meuis  intended  to  invest  him  with  a  new  prerogat.ve,  since  the  most 
accurate  scrutiny  was  adopted,  in  order  to  establish  the  proof  that  it.  was  Jesus  Christ  himself  who  had  conferred  this 
right  upon  his  Vicar;  and  further,  that  in  the  most  arduous  times  of  the  Church  the  Fopes  had  often  recourse  to  this 
supreme  power,  without  fear  of  any  protect  being  entertained  by  any,  s-tve  the  culpable  objects  against  whom  her  con- 
demnatory censures  were  recorded.  The.  Fathers  of  the  Council,  al  irm<  d  at  the  frequent  attacks  which  secret  societies, 
profane  and  demoralizing  literature,  anil  the  temp  aval  powers  have  in  those  evil  days  made  upon  this  supreme  author- 
ity, have  thought  that  the  time  had  come  when  it  became  necessaiy  to  place  it  in  an  impregnable  stronghold,  and 
theylFer  satisfied  in  believing  that  thereby  they  aie  strengthening  and  fortifying  as  much  as  it  depends  upon  Them, 
all  authority  both  spiritual  and  temporal,  already  so  much  shaken  by  the  redoubled  efforts  of  heresy  and  impiety. 

4th.  It  has  been  openly  affirmed  that  the  Council  was  not  allowed  sufficient  liberty  or  the  necessary  freedom  in 
coming  to  so  important  a  deei.-ion.  We  are  not  ignorant  that  this  difficulty  was  more  than  once  been  objected,  and  We 
will  first  siate.  as  well  for  the  information  of  those  who  have  proposed,  as  well  as  for  those  who  may  hereafter  propose  this 
.-ame  objection,  that  they  are  not  suttijiently  aware  of  the  extent  of  this  unm  asured  accusation  :  because  in  putting  it 
forth  they  commit  a  most  cruel  outrage  upon  the  venera  le  assem'ily  of  Frelates,  sin 'e  from  the  very  nature  of  the 
charge,  this  grave  corps  of  Chief  Pastors  is  presumed  c  ipible  of  betraying  tjieir  sacred  trusts  in  conniving  at  an  unlaw- 
ful inlluence  being  brought  to  bear  upon  their  deliberations.  Let  me  jskof'you  to  direct  your  attention  for  a  moment 
to  those  Bishops  assembled  in  Rome.  They  have  come  from  all  the  countries  of  the  known  world, neither  theirages  nor  infir- 
mities suggested  a  pretext  of  excuse  or  complaint,  and  they  even  on  this  occasion,  showed  themselves  indifferent  to 
wh  it  might  otherwise  be  supposed  to  offer  a  legitimate  excuse  for  absence,  namely,  the  more  pressing  necessities  of  so 
many  local  works  confided  to  their  care,  needing  their  presence  and  depending  solely  on  their  exertions  for  sup- 
port But  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  had  spoken,  his  voice  is  heard,  and  all  are  at  once  attentive,  prepared  and  in  motion, 
on  their  way  to  the  Eternal  City,  they  are  encountered  by  many  more  voices,  some  calling  upon  them  to  return,  while 
others  censure  the  devotedness  of  their  enterprise.  Temporal  authorities  interfere  with  threats,  yet  the  resolutions  of 
these  champions  are  unshaken,  and  their  courage  is  undaunted.  And  now,  can  it  be  rationally  supposed  that  these  old 
men  who  have  undergone  so  much  fat  igue,  rejected  the  appeals  of  friends,  forgotten  the  actual  requirements  of  their 
time  of  life,  and  braved  the  menaces  of  kings  ;  would  it  be  possible  that  venerable  mis>ionaries  who  have  resisted  tyrants 
and  persecution,  had  come  to  Rome  only  to  subscribe  to  an  act  of  folly,  and  to  endorse  by  their  presence,  and  sanction  the 
most  palpable,  act  of  human  weakness — or,  in  other  words,  to  bet  raj  their  faith  by  a  bise  and  unworthy  condescension, 
lsit  possible  that  the  Fontitl',  of  whose  virtue  and  disinterestedness  the  entire  world  speaks  with  admiration,  could  so  far 
abuse  his  authority  as  to  intimidate  his  Brethren  in  the  prelacy,  and  to  urge  them  to  a  transgression  against  their  duty 
and  their  allegiance.  Forbear  then  to  asperse  by  su.-h  unworthy  in- in  nations  those  whom  you  doubtless  esteem,  and  wdiom 
you  are  equally  bound  to  love.  Those  sentiments  can  scarcely  he  in  your  hearts,  they  are  merely  expressed  by  your 
lips.  Freedom  from  every  influence  was  one  of  the  distinctive  characteristics  of  the  Council,  and  was  extended  in  its 
widest  limit.  Their  Eminences,  the  Cardin  ds,  who  presided  at  Our  deliberations,  paid  the  most  respectful  and  scru- 
pulous attention  to  this  special  point  and  almost  exaggerate  1  the  bounds  of  liberty  by  withdrawing  every  individual  or 
person  d  restraint.  If,  on  a  few  occasions,  some  speakers  were  interrupted  in  developing  their  opinions,  it  was  be- 
cause they  were  either  enlarging  too  much  upon  the  subj  set  under  discussion,  or  digressing  from  it  by  the  introduction 
of  irrelevant  matter,  then  it  became  necessary  to  keep  the  discussion  within  its  own  bounds  and  strict  beamings.  The 
calls  to  order  and  to  the  question  in  a  single  session  of  an  ordinary  legislature  which  enjoys  the  fullest  amount  of  univer- 
sal respect,  are  more  numerous  than  were  those  at  Rome  during  the  whole  time  of  the  Council. 

5th.  The  constant,  and  at  times,  strong  opposition  to  the  Council  his  been  objected.  We  are  not  ignorant.  Dearly 
Beloved  Brethren,  that  there  really  existed  certain  sources  of  hostile  resist mce ;  but  We  also  know  that  they  chiefly 
originated  and  were  spread  abroad  by  the  public  journals  which,  in  the  absence  of  more  accurate  and  reliable  informa- 
tion, were  obliged  to  feign  an  acquaintance  with  matters,  and  substitute  their  own  crude  inventions  of  probability,  the 
pure  creations  of  imaginations,  desirous  of  novelty  and  eager  that  their  views  would  be  equally  current  with  other.-. 
Far  otherwise  is  our  intention,  than  that  you  should  ignore  that  the  temporal  Sovereigns  themselves  took  a  jealous  um- 
brage, mistaken  either  in  their  own  knowledge,  or  from  exaggerated  and  distorted  reports  with  which  the  press  was 
so  overcharged,  as  to  imagine  that  they  already  witnessed  a  renewal  of  those  times,  which-  happily  are  now  among  the 
records  of  the  past,  never  to  be  revived.  A  deliberate  examination  might  serve  to  disabuse  them  of  these  errors,  in 
proving  to  them  that  in  the  Council  there  was  no  question  put  forward  involving  the  interests  of  any  earthly  domina- 
tion or  power,  but  simply  ol  power  and  authority  purely  spiritual,  and  which  though  indirectly  yet  signally  strengthened 
their  own  authority  instead  of  in  any  wise  tending  to  compromise  or  lessen  it.  The  Bishops  were  bound,  it  is  true,  to 
avoid  all  unnecessary  collision,  but  they  were  not  on  this  accnunt  to  be  forgetful,  tint  any  prelate  who  would  seek 
popularity  by  complicating  the  dignity  of  his  Ministry,  would  then  and  there  cease  to  lie  a  Minister  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Neither  could  they  be  unmindful  of  the  quality  of  that  allegiance,  which  they  owed  to  the  powers  of  this  earth,  and 
even  to  a  certain  degree  the  regard  for  public  opinion,  which  is  more  or  less  definitively  the  mistress  of  the  social  world  : 
but  at  the  same  time  the  Church  is  not  constituted  to  be  subject  to  the  conventional  laws  o!  this  fickle  mistress,  nor  to 
adopt  her  vagaries,  but,  too  otter  unjust  and  capricious.  In  reviewing  the  earlier  days  of  Christianity  and  consulting 
the  past  existence  of  the  Chtir  h  up  to  our  own  times;  when  it  may  reasonably  be  asked  di  1  the  Apostles,  while 
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establishing  the  kingdom  of  God  upon  the  earth,  fear  to  offend  the  public  opinion  prevalent  in  their  day  in 
declining  the  truths  oi  the  Gospel '.'  or  when  was  silence  imposed  upon  them  through  any  opposition  which  the  powers 
of  this  world  had  so  persistently  brought  to  bear  upon  them?  and  what  would  be  the  subsequent  destiny  of  Christianity 
or  how  much  of  the  Symbol  and  the  Decalogue  would  remain  intact,  if  the  Bishops  in  Council  were  to  divest  thtrn  of 
all  their  objectionable  points,  and  of  whatever  the  opinion  of  the  present  day  disapproves  ov  would  lain  suppress.  We, 
therefore,  fearlessly  assert  that  this  firmness  of  the  Prelates  was  the  consequence  oi  conscientious  conviction,  and  has  ever 
been  the  safeguard  ol  the  Principles  of  Faith,  whilst  the  difficulties  by  which  they  were  surrounded,  have  served  but  to 
render  them  more  worthy  of  your  love,  your  confidence  and  your  veneration.  A  dishonorable  respite  might  be  obtained 
by  concession  and  temporizing  measures,  but  the  Principles  of  Faith  could  not,  by  sucn  means,  be  preserved.  Neither 
do  We  seek  to  disguise  from  you,  that  independently  ol  the  opposition  thus  created  by  the  Sovereigns  of  the  earth,  there 
existed  also  that  of  a  ceitain  number  of  Prelates,  though,  in  alluding  to  their  temporary  insistence,  "We  are  far  from 
endorsing  the  quality  of  it,  as  represented  in  the  public  press,  which  describes  it  as  obstinate,  confirmed  and  organized 
for  the  worst  of  purposes.  No  Dearly  P>eloved  Brethern ;  in  this  Council,  as  well  as  in  many  others  of  past  ages 
discussions  and  differences  of  opinions,  should  and  did  present  themselves,  nay  even  came  in  collision  during  the  term 
of  debate,  but  the  division  which  puts  an  end  to  all  controversy,  ought,  at  the  same  time,  to  unite  all  hearts  and  minds 
in  a  perfect  singleness  of  sentiment  and  Faith;  always  remembering  that  it  is  on  the  side  of  the.  Bishops,  united  with 
the  i'ope,  that  the  Catholic  truth  is  to  be  found,  as  aptly  expressed  by  .St.  Ambrose,  tl<ubi  Petrus  it>i  Ecclesia."  Kemark 
also  that  the  greater  number  of  the  pious  and  learned  Bishops  who  recorded  this  difference  of  opinion,  followed  in 
practice  the  contrary  sentiment.  The  solemn  definition  appeared  to  present  to  their  minds  many  difficulties  especially 
with  reference  to  Catholic  sovereigns,  and,  in  fact  it-  could  scarcely  be  overlooked  that  many  human  and  political 
reasons  might  be  alledged  in  favor  of  their  opinion.  But  when  the  greater  number  of  the  Fathers,  after  a  long  minute 
and  deligent  examination,  had  rejected  and  condemned  it.  even  these  also  yielded  their  understandings  and  have 
acknowledged  with  humility  the  truth,  expressed  in  sentiments  of  the  most  profound  and  lively  Faith,  ••Lord  we 
yield  and  also  believe,''  an  admirable  and  glorious  example  for  the  Catholic  world,  and  which  can  alone  be  witnessed 
within  the  bosom  of  Catholicity  So  long  as  truth  rests  within  the  domain  of  opinion,  discussion  remains  free;  but 
wh«n  the  Church  has  spoken,  and  when  she  has  declared  that  a  truth  has  entered  within  the  domiin  of  Faith,  there 
no  longer  remains  for  the  Catholic,  but  the  most  prompt  and  entire  submission,  and  oi  this  a  memorable  example  has 
been  given  by  those  who  were  among  the  foremost  to  impugn  the  late  dogma.  They  hive  expressed  to  the  Sovereign 
Pontiff  their  ready  submission  even  while  in  Home,  and  those  whom  the  imperative  cdls  of  duty  obliged  to  leave  the 
Eternal  City,  hastened  to  forward  the  formal  act  of  their  allegiance  in  subscribing  to  the  universal  truth.  Moreover, 
De  u  ly  Beloved  Brethern,  if  there  were  even  some  amongst  them,  who  still  resisted  (a  supposition  which  Christian 
charity  for'a  Is  ur  to  entertain)  we  have  but  to  deplore  their  obstinacy,  without  the  least  prejudice  to  our  own  faith,  for 
we  do  not  loose  -ight  of  the  fact,  that  men  who  h  ive  most  signally  and  glori  nisly  labored  in  the  c  mse  of  religion,  forfeit 
all  title  to  authority,  an  t  cease  to  be  objects  of  confidence  or  esteem,  when  once  they  have  failed  to  believe  with  the 
Church.  The  learned  and  pious  Bishop  of  Cambrai  has  observed  that  from  the  d  tys  of '  Tertulli  in  even  to  our  own 
times,  there  have  of  ten  appear;  <i  men  distinguished  for  many  estimable  qualities,  and  yet  h  ive  not  barkened  to  the  voice 
of  the  Church  ;  who  have  almost  m  ule  the  rash  attempt,  rather  to  lead  and  guide  her  than  to  bend  their  own  individual 
opinions;  they  ha  1  once  de/ended  her  with  all  the  brilliancy  of  their  talents,  and  had  thereby  acquired  a  right  and  a 
claim  to  the  utmost  tribute  of  our  gratitude  which  was  ever  most  cordially  yielded  to  them:  but  at  the  same  time 
it  was  never  presumed  to  have  be  n  awarded  to  them,  the  faculty  of  imposing  their  ju  Igments  as  supreme,  conclusive 
and  definitive.  Peter  cannot  transfer  to  their  hinds,  however,  matured  or  skilful,  the  government  which  Jesus  Chrwt 
has  entrusted  only  to  him.  Pride  when  once  umbraged  or  humbled,  seeks  to  avenge  itself  by  revolt,  and  hence  those 
sad  falls  of  which  history,  both  s  icred  and  profane  records  so  many  instances,  and  of  which  even  our  own  day  has 
witnessed  the  same  melancholy  repetitions.  We  can  but  grieve  for  them,  while  at  the  same  t.nie  our  laith  remains 
iirm  and  unshaken. 

Thanks  to  Cod,  however,  similar  evil-;  are  not  to  b«  feared  within  the  pale  of  tins  diocese,  nor  indeed  any  other 
diocese  in  Canada.  Respect  for  the.  decisions  of  the  Church,  veneration  and  the  most  pure  singleness  of  affection  are 
too  deeply  rooted  in  your  hearts  that  any  foreign  or  presutnptous  sentiment  should  mar  the  integrity  or  tarnish  th« 
br.llianoy  of  your  allegiance  or  even  suggest  any  grounds  to  feir  these  and  tlie  like  calamities.  You  will  submit  in  all 
cheerfulness  and  humility  to  the  decisions  which  have  been  come,  to ;  you  will  u -cept  in  the  same  spirit  of  djeiljiXt- 
others  which  may  hereafter  be  adopted  by  the  Council  of  the  Vatican,  as  you  are  aware  tint  the  lauoYs  oi  its  undertakings 
have  had  but  a  beginning  and  may  be  said  *o  be-only  inaugurated,  fhere  are  yet  many  errors  to  condemn,  many 
points  of  dHpiine  to  be  revised  and  ordained.  The  vast  developementof  the  Church  requires  that  these  be  determined 
so  as  to  unite  all  the  members  of  this  great  family,  an  I  in  order  tint  as  far  as  in  ly  be  consistent  with  the  diversity  of 
manners  and  customs  of  so  many  different  countries,  the  same  uniformity  of  rule  o'  ceremonies  and  ordinances  may  be 
established  throughout  the  entire  Catholic  world.  An  accumul  ited  amount  of  matter  h  i>  been  already  prepared,  and 
lies  over  awaiting  the  last  hat  of  completion ;  and  it  c  in  scarcely  be  conceived  or  conjectured  what  length  of  time 
this  great  work  will  engross  to  bring  it  to  a  final  close.  We  cannot  entertain  an  idea,  but  We  are  confident  in  God,  and 
we  rely  on  the  words  of  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  so  lull  of  hope  and  happy  anti  -in  ition  for  the  future .  "We  commenced 
the  Council,"  observed  the  Pope  to  some  one  who  asked  him  as  to  its  prob  ible  duration,  "and  we  are  assured  that  it 
will  end  gloriously,  but  God  alone  knows  when  the  end  thereof  will  be."  When  we  call  to  mind  the  time  when  the  question 
of  holding  a  Council,  first,  began  to  be  mooted,  we  are  at  no  loss  to  distinguish  the  m  )st  une mivoc  d  indications  of  the 
admirable  providence  of  God,  who  in  suiting  all  things  to  meet  his  own  ui>e  purposes,  has  cast  aside  every  obstacle  by 
rendering  most  favorable,  even  those  who  from  religious  difference,  or  otherwise  might  be  presumed  to  be  hostile,  ami 
who,  on  the  contrary,  hive  so  far  laid  aside  every  sentiment  of  prejudice  or  indifference  on  the  subject  of  those 
difficulties  which  presented  themselves  most  embarrassingly  to  some  of  the  Prelates,  as  to  defray  the  outlay  of  the  1  >ng 
and  expensive  journey,  as  well  as  the  incidental  disbursements,  incidental  on  their  sojourn  in  t tie  Eternal  City;  an 
admirable  illustration  of  the  goodness  of  God  who  knows  ho iv  in  his  own  goo  1  pleasure  to  proportion  and  sweetly 
dispose  all  things  for  the  accomplishment  of  his  own  inelfible  designs  in  favor  of  his  Church.  We  say  then  in  till 
confidence,  that  despite  any  new  obstacles  which  may  occur  from  what  source  soever  they  may  originate,  the  great  work 
of  the  Vatican  Council  will  be  brought  to  a  happy  issue,  and  that  the  perplexities  and  embarrasments  already  so 
successfully  overcome,  will  prove  to  the  world  at  large,  that  it  is  eminently  the  work  of  God.  The  great  truths  which 
by  it  will  be  announced,  will  be  as  a  brilliant  beacon  to  direct  all  Christians  not  only  during  the  trying  times  of  storm 
and  trouble  which  now  so  convulse  the  world,  but  also  during  the  more  peaceful  seasons  of  rest  and  consolation,  for  the 
truth  is  for  all  times  and  generations ;  "  Veritas  Domini  manet  in  ffi/ernu»»." 

But  let  us  not  forget,  Dearly  Beloved  Brethren,  that  in  order  to  secure  this  result  so  truly  desirable,  we  still  stind 
in  need  of  prayer  fervent  and  unremitting;  let  us  make  use  of  it  in  order  to  avert  the  evils  by  which  t lie  Church  and 
society  are  daily  threatened. 

For  these  reasons  then,  and  invoking  the  name  of  God,  we  have  decreed  and  ordered,  and  by  these  presents  do 

decree  and  order : 

That  in  every  Church  of  our  diocese  a  Te  Deum  will  be  sung  upon  the  most  convenient  opportunity  within  the 
months  of  November  and  December  to  return  thanks  to  God  for  his  mercies  vouchsafed  during  the  term  of  the  Council. 

The  priests  will  recite  during  nine  days  UsQTJE  An  Revocationum.  the  prayer  for  the  l'ope  in  order  that  Go  I  may 
assist  him  in  the  serious  trials  which  both  he.  and  the  Church  at  large  may  hereafter  have  to  encounter. 

Our  present  pastoral  will  be  read  at  the  Sermon  or  Instruction  of  tha  Parochial  iU  iss.  in  all  Churches',  Chapels  and 
Religious  Communities,  on  the  Sunday  immediately  following  its  reception. 

Given  at  Ottawa  P.  O.  under  our  hand  and  seal,  and  the  countersign  of  ( >ur  Secretary,  this  thirtieth  day  of  ( letoher 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy. 

f  JOSEPH  EUGENE, 

[L  S]  By  Command  Bishop  ol'  Othnva. 

|  fir.  J  / , . 

John  L.  0  Connor,  Secretary. 


